Reproduction and Infertility III Symposium by Mastroianni, Luigi
BOOK REVIEWS
sumption that libido is basically pleasure-seeking, and proposes instead
Fairbairn's view that it seeks contact with objects: for example, the infant's
mouth becomes erotized because it is the route toward, or the bodily struc-
ture for, contacting the libidinally desired object (the breast). Stanton, in
discussing object choice, would add knowledge of social and group behavior
theory to the traditional conceptions of object choice (which see it as an
expression of identification, anaclitic relationship, or libidinal satisfaction);
he points out that current theory is not very helpful in understanding the
object relationships in the mature mutuality of love.
Few of the thoughts reported here pass unchallenged in this symposium,
and there are spirited disagreements if not diametrically opposed points of
view reported, all of which makes not only interesting reading but lends con-
viction to the premise of the conference that there is still unresolved differ-
ence of interpretation and inadequacy of definition in many of the important
constructs of psychoanalytic theory. For the reader with adequate back-
ground, it makes stimulating reading.
EDWIN C. SEVERINGHAUS
REPRODUCTION AND INFERTILITY III SYMPOSIUM. F. X. Gassner, Ed. New
York, Pergamon Press Inc., 1959. 273 pp. $6.50.
Reproduction and Infertility III Symnposiumn represents the edited proceed-
ings of the third in a series of biennial symposia sponsored by various col-
leges of veterinary medicine. This nicely organized composite of facts on
reproductive physiology is divided into five sections: diseases of reproduc-
tion in the male and female, ovarian physiology, steroid physiology and
therapy, general problems of reproduction, and semen metabolism. Dis-
cussions of the twenty formal papers covering these broad areas as well as a
round table seminar on artificial insemination and frozen semen are included,
edited by F. X. Gassner. Dr. Gassner, who is well known for his numerous
contributions in the field of animal reproduction, was assisted by two other
members of the faculty of Colorado State University, R. Jensen and H. J.
Hill. Except for two papers dealing with human subjects, the emphasis is
entirely on animal husbandry. The paper by Nowakowski on human male
hypogonadism is particularly noteworthy. Though much of the subject mat-
ter has no direct application to the human, many of the more basic concepts,
particularly in the field of ovarian physiology and sperm metabolism, may
serve as a guide for studies along similar lines on human material. For this
reason, the symposium, which is certainly of value to those interested in
animal husbandry, should be useful to workers in human reproductive
physiology as well.
LUIGI MASTROIANNI, JR.
MODERN SCIENCE AND THE HUMAN FERTILITY PROBLEM. By Richard L.
Meier. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1959. xiii, 263 pp. $5.95.
The author starts with the premise that population growth is the greatest
single deterrent, with the exception of war, to economic development in the
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